Use of Agrobacterium radiobacter in agricultural ecosystems.
Agrobacterium tumefaciens is a soil inhabitant that infects many dicotyledonous plants, causing crown gall disease. The success of Agrobacterium radiobacter K84 to control this disease in agroecosystems throughout the world has been impressive. This review describes the attributes of K84, its mechanism of control, its failures, and other alternative biocontrol agents.